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Data volume is increasing at a tremendous rate, and business and regulatory 
demands are driving the need to maintain large volumes of data, as well as multiple 
versions of data. Flexibility in an application design is important, especially in the 
era of the ever expanding internet where adaptability and flexibility dictate whether 
or not a product, business, or strategy will succeed. We can now stored extremely 
large volumes of data relatively cheaply, and collecting this data over time can give 
businesses a tremendous advantage. Being able to quickly access historical 
information, or query changes to data can allow us to answer complex questions 
very quickly. 
 
There is a lot of responsibility in managing these large quantities of data and 
maintaining efficiency and accuracy. Having a strong temporal policy will help meet 
these requirements successfully.  
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! ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎϥ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ 
maintain άŎǳǊǊŜƴǘέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 
where their account was a certain point in time? What if the customer wants to change 
their relationship with the business, but not for another six months? How can that 
information be stored? 
 
The answer is to include a set of dates or times associated with a set of data. This period of 
time, called an application-period or business period reflects a period in time in which the 
business data was in effect or active. This time period becomes part of the key of the data, 
and thus a database table can hold many rows for a certain customer or account depending 
upon the number of application-periods. 
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Without temporal data storage only the current active data could be stored within a 
database table. This can lead to some difficulties and confusion as one can see what the 
current data looks like, but not what it looked like 6 months ago, or even at some point in 
the future. A temporal design overcomes these limitations and so when a change occurs to 
the business data in a way that is significantly meaningful to the relationship between the 
business and the customer then that change is added to the database, but does not replace 
the data that already existed. Business rules, reflected in the application-period, now 
dictate when that piece of data was or is active. 
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In addition to the need to keep business relative information over different active periods 
of time there is also the need to record all physical changes that are made to data over 
time. This need is fueled by an ever increasing amount of regulation that forces a business 
to keep a detailed audit of any changes made to data. In addition, the lower cost of data 
storage encourages businesses to store all data as it changes over time in order to learn 
more about what their customers are doing. The vast storage of data can be analyzed to 
determine specific patterns of data change, which can ultimately be used to improve 
marketing or offer better and more customized services. 
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LΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
quantities of historical information for a variety of reasons. Experience and testing showed 
that as the size of a table increased the database engine experienced some performance 
challenges. Such things as table maintenance (REORG, COPY, etc.) became more expensive. 
Inserting data into large indexes can get relatively more expensive, and scanning large 
tables for various data conditions can be very expensive. In some situations it was 
beneficial to separate current and historical information into separate data tables. This is 
especially true if the majority of the business activity involves the most recent image of the 
data, and transaction volumes are relatively high. In this case a temporal design that 
maintains a current data image in a base table and historical information in a separate table 
can be a performance improvement, as long as the majority of the read requests fall only 
against the base table. 
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There are challenges associated with temporal database designs. The most significant of 
these challenges revolves around the amount of programming involved with the proper 
maintaining the data in the database. Simple changes to data can become seriously 
complicated when the change is relative to time. Care must be involved in avoiding time 
period overlaps that can lead to confusion as to which piece of data is currently in effect. 
Referential integrity can become a seriously complex issue when various relationships have 
to be maintained over time. Querying the data can also become seriously more complex as 
a time component has to be used, or perhaps a determination as to which table to query 
can come into play. 
 
Before the automated features of DB2 temporal tables this all had to be done 
programmatically. Performance and accuracy could be seriously compromised if this was 
not done correctly. 
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We have always had some level of automation built into the DB2 database engine. Strong 
typing, referential integrity, and triggers are all examples of database automation. 
 
Temporal tables take this concept of database automation even further by basically taking 
an entire portion of application logic and placing it in a relatively simple table structure 
with seamless automation built in. Application developers can incorporate a time 
dimension in their design without having to code for the maintenance of the time factor, 
and can rely on DB2 to maintain the proper consistency of their time dependent data. They 
will still have to consider time as they read their data, but the maintenance of the time 
dimension is automated within DB2. 
 
There are two types of DB2 temporal tables, application-period and system-period 
temporal tables. The application-period temporal tables are useful for the management of 
data that is active during a certain time period, such has insurance policy information, and 
allows data to be staged (active in the future), current, and historical in nature. The system-
period temporal tables are useful for tracking physical changes to data values, which makes 
them great for auditing and/or transaction history, and thus important for compliance and 
quality control and analytics. 
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LΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
thing about triggers is that they can be used to replace large sections of application 
ƭƻƎƛŎΦ LΩǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŀǳŘƛǘ 
tables, perform denormalizations on the fly, and aggregate data to summary tables. 
Days or weeks of application programming and testing were replaced with just a 
few hours to set up and test the triggers. Another great thing was that after the 
process was no longer needed a simple DROP of the triggers removed that process 
without an application program having to change a single line of code.  
  
DB2 can automatically take this concept of replication via triggers even further with 
temporal tables. This includes maintaining the time periods, moving data to history 
tables, and building period specific predicates. 
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An application-period temporal table is a table that has been defined with the 
appropriate time columns along with the specification of a business period, and can 
be useful for such things as reference and code tables where descriptions will 
change over time, or for more involved applications such as the active period of a 
specific insurance policy. The business period is created via the inclusion of a 
άt9wLh5 .¦{Lb9{{ψ¢La9έ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎΦ 
These columns can be DATE or TIMSTAMP data types.  

8/16/2015 

Daniel L Luksetich 14 

Presented at SQLAdria 



When you define the business period for the table DB2 will automatically generate 
an implicit table check constraint that ensures the start time column value for a row 
is less than the end time column for that row. The application is still responsible for 
setting the values for the start and end time columns when new data is inserted 
into the table. The application can also update start and end time columns. 
However, DB2 will control the data, including start and end times, when time 
relevant updates and deletes are applied. Optionally, you can also define a unique 
constraint and/or index on the table that includes the business period. This optional 
definition will ensure that the business periods do not overlap across rows in the 
table. 
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A system-period temporal table is a table that has been defined with the 
appropriate timestamp columns along with the specification of a system period, 
and can be useful when all changes to a table need to be tracked with a retained 
history to fulfill auditing or compliance requirements. The system period is created 
Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ άt9wLh5 {¸{¢9aψ¢La9έ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
end timestamp columns. When you define a system period for a table DB2 is in 
control of the start and end timestamps, and the timestamps reflect the state of the 
data for the time specified. Within the base table only data that is currently 
effective is represented. Optionally, you can define a history table and associate it 
to the base table. Any changes to data then result in before images of the changed 
data automatically replicated to the history table, with appropriate updates to the 
timestamps in both the base and history tables.  
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When you define a system-period temporal table DB2 is completely in control of the start 
and end timestamps. The timestamps reflect the period of time in which the data is 
current, and are not part of the primary key. This history table is optional, but when 
ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ǘŀōƭŜ 5.н ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜ άōŜŦƻǊŜέ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 
any data that changes to the history table and include the proper start and end 
timestamps. 
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An application-period and system-period design can be incorporated into a single 
table making what is known as a bi-temporal table. This design gives you all the 
flexibility and power to combine both the business period and system period 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ōƛ-temporal in this presentation. 
However, the features of each application-period and system-period can be 
assumed in a bi-temporal design. 
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History table, table space, and index design have to be considered for system-
period temporal designs. Unlike its base table counterpart, the history table will 
actually be an insert-only table. With that in mind, you may want to consider an 
alternate physical design of the history table that favors a higher level of 
performance for inserts depending upon the frequency of change to the base table. 
If the base table experiences a high frequency of updates and/or deletes some 
history table design considerations would be to make the history table APPEND 
ONLY and/or the table space MEMBER CLUSTER, and using a larger index page size 
than 4K to reduce the frequency of index page splits. Frequent REORGs to the 
history table or index are very important when there is high insert activity, resulting 
from updates to the base table, regardless of the physical design. If there are also 
frequent reads from the history table then the REORGs become even more 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
readers.  
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Time based referential integrity is currently not supported by DB2. So, while you can 
define a primary key on an application-period temporal table, you cannot establish 
relationships with other tables. Since the whole point of application-period 
temporal tables is to add a time component to what was otherwise a primary key 
this adds some considerations and complexity to a database design that utilizes 
application-period temporal tables.  
  
Setting up database enforced referential integrity for system-period temporal tables 
is more traditional and straight forward. Since the system-period columns are not 
part of the primary key, and there is still only one row per primary key, then 
tradition parent-child relationships can be enforced for the base table. 
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One solution to the challenge of database enforced referential integrity for an 
application-period temporal table is to establish separate key tables that support 
the database enforced referential integrity, while their application-period temporal 
children support the storage of the detailed elements.  
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With an application-period temporal table the changes to the span in time in which 
a row is active is controlled both by the application and by the database. When 
making changes to data we can specify start and end times for our data values since 
the application is ultimately in control of these values. For example, we can change 
the end date of the data for ACTNO 10 in our ACT table to make the value expire at 
the end of 2012. 
 
In addition to application provided start and end times, the database can also 
control the active time range for a key value dependent upon the updates and 
deletes that are performed. DB2 has provided an extension to the SQL syntax to 
allow a time specification for temporal modifications to data in the form of the FOR 
PORTION OF clause. This clause allows to you specify the period in time in which a 
row for the non-ǘƛƳŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ {ƻΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Řŀǘŀ όƴƻǘƛŎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ Ǌƻǿύ 
represented by the ACTNO 10 we can start a new representation of the data for a 
future period of time. Imagine that beginning in June of 2012 this ACTNO will 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άa!b!D9κ!5±L{9нέΦ 
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You can execute normal insert and update statements, but if the unique or primary 
key of the table includes the business time then your insert can add a row for an 
already existing non-time based key value and a delete could remove multiple rows 
representing different time ranges for a value. Our ACT table has a non-time key 
column of ACTNO and then the time duration as part of its unique key. Inserts, 
updates, and deletes will have to consider the time duration.  
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In addition to application provided start and end times, the database can also 
control the active time range for a key value dependent upon the updates and 
deletes that are performed. DB2 has provided an extension to the SQL syntax to 
allow a time specification for temporal modifications to data in the form of the FOR 
PORTION OF clause. This clause allows to you specify the period in time in which a 
row for the non-ǘƛƳŜ ƪŜȅ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ {ƻΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Řŀǘŀ όƴƻǘƛŎŜ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ Ǌƻǿύ 
represented by the ACTNO 10 we can start a new representation of the data for a 
future period of time. Imagine that beginning in June of 2012 this ACTNO will 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άa!b!D9κ!5±L{9нέΦ  
 
This update will result in the addition of a row for ACTNO 10 as well as an update 
such that the data for the two new time periods are properly represented. 
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With a system-period temporal tables the start and end timestamps are out of the 
control of the application and completely controlled by the data server. Inserts add 
data to the base table, updates modify data in the base table, and deletes remove 
data from the base table. Only updates will result in the changing of start 
timestamps in the base table, and the end timestamp will always be the maximum 
ǾŀƭǳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
become more interesting. Inserts into the base table will not result in any activity to 
ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŀōƭŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ άōŜŦƻǊŜέ ƛƳŀƎŜ Ǌƻǿǎ 
being propagated automatically to the history table. In addition, the end timestamp 
value for the propagated row will be updated to reflect the end period for the data 
values of the row. 
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The end timestamp value for the propagated row will be updated to reflect the end 
period for the data values of the row. For example, if we change the value of the 
[!{¢b!a9 ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ ΨллллмлΩ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀ Ǌƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
the history table to reflect the condition of the data previous to the update. 
[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ŀ ŘŜƭŜǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 59t¢ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 59t¢bh ΨWннΩ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
department removed from the base table, and a row reflecting the image of the 
row up to the point the delete in the DEPT_HIST table. 
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Temporal tables can be accessed via normal SQL statements, and do not require a 
time specification when accessing them.  
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Queries against temporal tables can also contain a clause called a period-
specification. This period-specification can be for a specific point in time, or for a 
range of time values. However, it is important to know how the queries will behave 
both with and without the time specification. 
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[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ .¦{Lb9{{ψ¢La9 ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ-period temporal 
tables. It is important to note here that the business start and end times for a row 
in an application-period temporal table are inclusive for the start time and exclusive 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΦ {ƻΣ ƛŦ ŀ Ǌƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ Ψнлмн-06-лм ǘƻ Ψнлмн-12-омΩΣ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
ACT table example, then the data is active inclusively for June 1st through December 
30th.  So, if you consider the ACT table data then you can assume that a query with 
a period-ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻŦ Ψнлмн-12-омΩ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƴƻ ǊƻǿǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜǎ Ψнлмн-12-олΩ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ǌƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǘŜΦ  

 

Also, notice that the period-specification is transformed by the query 
transformation component of DB2 into a compound range predicate.  
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Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά!{ hCέ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ-specification you can query based upon a range of 
ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ άCwhaέ ŀƴŘ 
ά.9¢²99bέ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Cwha ƛǎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ 
that was active in the time that intersects the specification, and BETWEEN is 
locating data that was active in the time that overlaps the specification. To put it in 
straight forward terms, FROM will return any rows where a start value for a row is 
less than the second value specified and the end value for a row is greater than the 
first value specified. BETWEEN will return any rows where a start value for a row is 
less than or equal to the second value specified and the end value for the row is 
greater than the first value specified. Notice that for BETWEEN the end value still 
has to be greater than the first value specified. This is because the end time for a 
row is exclusive.  

 

 LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
knowledge and training to be able to accurately code period-ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ 
too much to know, or two complicated to let the database do it, then you can 
always code the predicates against the time value columns yourself! This could 
allow you to break the rules and treat the end time value as inclusive in your 
queries. 
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System-period temporal base tables and history tables can each be accessed 
directly via normal SQL. From a performance perspective this is the preferred way 
to access the tables. If you need current data then you read from the base table 
directly. If you want historical data then you can read from the history table directly, 
or from both the base and history tables. You can also include a period-specification 
in your SQL statement against the base table, much in the same way as is specified 
for an application-period temporal table. The same rules apply for the various 
period-specification clauses as with the application-period temporal tables I 
discussed earlier. The big difference here is that any time travel query against a 
system-period temporal table will generate access against both the base and history 
table. The query here will return data from our employee history table when the AS 
Of period-specification includes a point in time prior to our update. 
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Notice that in the transformed query what was written to appear as single table 
access was rewritten as a union of accesses to both the base and history table. This 
will happen even for queries in which the AS OF period-specification includes the 
CURRENT TIMESTAMP value. Therefore, your applications that deal with system-
period time travel queries should perhaps only use them for truly historical 
requirements. For current period requirements only the base table access without a 
system-period specification will deliver optimal performance. There may be a 
change in a future release of DB2 that will allow current time queries to prune 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ 
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